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Concept of Race

Human: ‘Homo sapiens sapiens’ 

The term ‘Race’ is applied to a physically distinctive

groups of people, on the basis of their difference from

other groups in skin colour, head shape, hair type and

physique.

 Race is a biological concept; not a cultural one. It

denotes genetically divergent human populations that

can be marked by common phenotypes.



Misconception about Race

National, religious, cultural and geographically inhabited

human groups should not be confused with racial groups.
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 Racial ‘superiority’ or ‘inferiority’. The scientists and

anthropologists have never accepted the misconception

related to superiority and inferiority of races.
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Formation of Races

Mutation Natural Selection Genetic Drift

Migration Isolation Hybridization

Sexual Selection Social Selection



Basis of Racial Classification
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Phenotypic Traits

Indefinite Phenotypic Traits

 Skin Colour: White skinned people or Leucoderms, e.g. Caucasian

Yellow skinned people or Xanthoderms, e.g. Mongolian

Black skinned people or Melanoderms, e.g., Negroes

 Hair

 Eye

 Nose

 Lips

 Face

 Ear



Phenotypic Traits

Indefinite Phenotypic Traits



Phenotypic Traits

Indefinite Phenotypic Traits



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Stature: Martin has classified stature in the following manner



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Head Form: Cephalic Index



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Head Form: Cephalic Index



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Nasal Form: Nasal Index



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Nasal Form: Nasal Index



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Face Form: Facial Index



Phenotypic Traits

Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Face Form: Facial Index



Definite Phenotypic Traits

 Ear Form: 



Racial Classification








